
THEOLOGY OF 
ADVANCEMENT



Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7

MOUNTAIN SPRINGS CHURCH
Theology of Advancement, Generosity & Stewardship

Advancing Kingdom Funding through Financial Resources

At Mountain Springs Church, we empower God’s people to change the 
world. In partnership with the Lord, we work tirelessly to transform lives 
from our neighborhoods to the nations by the power of His love. It is of 
WKH�KLJKHVW�SULRULW\�WKDW�HYHU\�ȴQDQFLDO�JLIW�UHFHLYHG�E\�RXU�FKXUFK�LV�

stewarded well and invested wisely into kingdom advancement. As God is 
generous towards us, we too are generous to sow into our region and 

thus, are eager to share with you what we believe is our great 
kingdom stewardship. 

%\�GHȴQLWLRQ��DGYDQFHPHQW�LV�PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG��PDNLQJ�SURJUHVV��$V�D�
church, and as church leaders, we must have a God-inspired vision for 

what ‘tomorrow’ looks like. We want to empower God’s people to change 
the world they live in. We want to transform lives and populate heaven. 
:H�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�HYHU\�JLIW�JLYHQ�ZLOO�KDYH�D�VLJQLȴFDQW�LPSDFW�WR�
UHDFK�DQG�UHVWRUH�DQ�XQVDYHG�ZRUOG��2XU�WHDPV�RI�OHDGHUV�KDYH�XQLȴHG�

with faith around our vision of restoration and salvation. 

As the people of God, we are called to grow and go and we want 
everyone who calls Mountain Springs Church home to be a part of 

IXOȴOOLQJ�WKDW�YLVLRQ��0RXQWDLQ�6SULQJV�&KXUFK�EHOLHYHV�ZH�PXVW�KDYH�D�
biblical perspective, taught through a discipleship lens to advance the 

kingdom of God. We believe this discipleship process leads us to 
embrace the idea that stewardship and generosity should culminate with 
DQ�LQVSLUHG�JLYLQJ�SODQ�IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��LQFOXGLQJ�RXU�ȴQDQFHV����

:H�KDYH�LGHQWLȴHG���IRXQGDWLRQDO�%LEOLFDO�7UXWKV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�
built our advancement philosophy and practices.



BIBLICAL TRUTH #1: STEWARDSHIP

God owns everything, we are merely his managers. Stewardship means 
as children of God we are called to manage what God entrusts to our 
care. His blessings, His way, for His glory.  

Because God owns everything and we are modeling our lives after Jesus, 
it is our responsibility to be found faithful in managing all things big and 
small. Luke 12:48b says, “when someone has been entrusted with much, 
even more will be required,” therefore we must manage wisely that 
which has been given to us.  

If we truly appreciate God as the owner of all, then we’re His stewards - 
His managers. God blesses us with everything - that means our 
schedule, giftings, resources, and relationships. It is all His and he has 
simply entrusted it to us.

Stewardship is the management of God’s resources. As kingdom 
co-laborers, we are responsible for all entrusted into our care and will 
be called to give an account for how we managed those resources. We 
believe this means we should work hard, invest well and serve 
HHFWLYHO\�DV�WKH�DJHQW�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�*RGȇV�JUDFH�DQG�ORYH�FDQ�PRYH��

QUESTIONS TO ANSWER
1. What are the lanes of contribution God is calling me into? Where 
should I give and serve?
���:KDW�OHYHO�RI�VDFULȴFH�DQG�LQYHVWPHQW�LV�*RG�FDOOLQJ�PH�LQWR"�+RZ�
much should I give?

BIBLICAL TRUTH #2: GENEROSITY

Generosity is a lifestyle in which we demonstrate God’s love. At its core, 
it is the graceful and willing response to share with others through 
SHUVRQDO�VDFULȴFH�ZKDW�*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�WR�XV��

Generosity comes from the goodness of God in our lives through His son 
Jesus. When we submit this area to God, we are prompted to give 
accordingly. As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be generous in all 
moments and towards all people. Faithful giving is predicated upon a 
thoughtful and thankful life. As we encounter God and determine His



will for our lives, inspiration will follow to give from a good and grateful 
place according to our means. As with all spiritual disciplines, the true 
key is obedience and trust. 

QUESTIONS TO ANSWER
1. Do you look for opportunities to be generous or shy away from 
them? Why and/or why not? 
2. What could it look like if you were to begin to trust God in new and 
generous ways?

BIBLICAL TRUTH #3: GIVING

Giving is what a person does when they embrace the promises of 
stewardship and generosity. People will give to things that break their 
hearts, and for which they are grateful. 

$W�06&��ZH�VHH�SHRSOH�JLYH�EHFDXVH�WKH\�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�*RG�ȴUVW�JDYH�
WR�XV��7LWKHV�DQG�RHULQJV�DUH�RIWHQ�JURXSHG�WRJHWKHU��EXW�WKH\ȇUH�QRW�
WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��$�WLWKH�LV�D�VSHFLȴF�DPRXQW������RI�\RXU�LQFRPH��WKDW�
\RX�JLYH�ȴUVW��DQG�DQ�RHULQJ�LV�DQ\WKLQJ�H[WUD�\RX�JLYH�DERYH�DQG�
beyond that. 

Biblical stewardship produces gratitude, and gratitude produces 
JHQHURVLW\��:KLOH�VRPH�JLYH�ȴUVW�RXW�RI�REOLJDWLRQ��DV�ZH�JLYH�PRUH�
IDLWKIXOO\�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�*RGȇV�IDYRU��WKH�PRUH�JHQHURXV�ZH�DOO�EHFRPH��
We learn to live with the perspective that we’re blessed to be a blessing 
�*HQHVLV��������ΖQ�VXEPLWWLQJ�WR�*RG��ZH�ZLOO�EH�LQVSLUHG�WR�JLYH�LQ�DEXQ-
dance, according to our means and with a cheerful heart. God provides 
the “seed to be sown” and always accomplishes more that we can 
imagine as a result.

When God is at the center of our lives, we want to honor Him and align 
RXU�SULRULWLHV�ZLWK�+LV��7KLV�LV�ZKHUH�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�SUD\�Ȋ<RXU�NLQJGRP�
FRPH��<RXU�ZLOO�EH�GRQH�ȋ�*LYLQJ�ȵRZV�IURP�D�KHDUW�IXOO\�VXUUHQGHUHG�WR�
+LP��$V�ZH�JLYH��ZH�DUH�DɝUPLQJ�RXU�EHOLHI�LQ�*RG
V�JRRGQHVV�DQG�
generosity and our growing trust in Him.  

As we’ve said already, when we understand stewardship, we recognize 
that our resources are on loan to us and we’re returning what is 
ULJKWIXOO\�+LV��ΖW�LV�LQ�RXU�JLYLQJ�ZKHUH�ZH�RXWZDUGO\�H[SUHVV�RXU�JUDWL-
tude to Him in a tangible and visible way. 



*LYLQJ�FKDOOHQJHV�XV�WR�SXUVXH�*RG�ȴUVW�DQG�WUXVW�KLP�WKH�PRVW��*LYLQJ�
focuses our lives on kingdom matters and elevates our eyes beyond the 
VXSHUȴFLDO�RI�RXU�FRPIRUW�DQG�SOHDVXUH��2XU�JLYLQJ�UHYHDOV�RXU�YDOXH�
system and life trajectory. When we shift our mindset away from what 
ZH�DUH�JLYLQJ�XS��ZH�FDQ�IRFXV�RQ�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�JDLQHG�LQ�&KULVW��7KLV�
small but radical shift allows us to live a life where we can never outgive 
God.  

QUESTIONS TO ANSWER
1. What obstacles keep you from giving the way your heart would truly
desire to give?
��� :KDW�ZRXOG�LW�ORRN�OLNH�LI�\RX�ZHUH�WR�JLYH�D�VDFULȴFLDO�JLIW"
��� ΖI�\RX�YLHZ�JLYLQJ�DV�DQ�DFW�RI�ZRUVKLS��ZRXOG�\RXU�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�
giving change?
4. Do you give regularly to Mountain Springs Church?
5. Is your giving motivated by obligation, obedience, or love? How can
you tell?
��� :KDW�ZRXOG�LW�WDNH�IRU�\RX�WR�PRYH�WR�WKH�QH[W�VWHS"

NEXT STEPS
At Mountain Springs Church we desire to help you identify where you 

DUH�WRGD\��VHH�OLVW�EHORZ��DQG�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�JURZ�LQ�WKH�QH[W�VWHS�RI�
your journey of generosity. 

AWARENESS FIRST TIME OCCASIONAL INTENTIONAL TITHING ABUNDANT PLANNED

1. Just Starting
2. New Giver
���*LYH�2FFDVLRQDOO\
4. Give Regularly
5. Give Consistently & Intentionally

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that 
KDYLQJ�DOO�VXɝFLHQF\�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV�DW�DOO�WLPHV��\RX�PD\�DERXQG�LQ�HYHU\�JRRG�ZRUN��$V�LW�LV�ZULWWHQ��Ȋ+H�
KDV�GLVWULEXWHG�IUHHO\��KH�KDV�JLYHQ�WR�WKH�SRRU��KLV�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�HQGXUHV�IRUHYHU�ȋ�+H�ZKR�VXSSOLHV�
seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which 

through us will produce thanksgiving to God.
2 Corinthians 9:6-13, ESV



SUPPORTING SCRIPTURES
Psalm 24:1 
7KH�HDUWK�LV�WKH�/RUGȇV��DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�LW��WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�DOO�ZKR�OLYH�LQ�
it. 

Deuteronomy 8:17–18 
<RX�PD\�VD\�WR�\RXUVHOI��Ȋ0\�SRZHU�DQG�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�P\�KDQGV�KDYH�
produced this wealth for me.” But remember the Lord your God, for it is 
he who gives you the ability to produce wealth. 

Matthew 25:21
+LV�PDVWHU�UHSOLHG�� Ȇ:HOO�GRQH��JRRG�DQG�IDLWKIXO�VHUYDQW��<RX�KDYH�EHHQ�
faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come 
and share your master’s happiness!’

Matthew 6:24
No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
RWKHU��RU�\RX�ZLOO�EH�GHYRWHG�WR�WKH�RQH�DQG�GHVSLVH�WKH�RWKHU��<RX�
cannot serve both God and money.

/XNH������Ȃ���
Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, 
and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with 
much.  So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, 
who will trust you with true riches? 

2 Corinthians 8: 1-5
And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace 
that God has given the Macedonian churches.  In the midst of a very 
VHYHUH�WULDO��WKHLU�RYHUȵRZLQJ�MR\�DQG�WKHLU�H[WUHPH�SRYHUW\�ZHOOHG�XS�LQ�
rich generosity.  For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, 
and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently plead-
ed with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s 
SHRSOH��$QG�WKH\�H[FHHGHG�RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQV��7KH\�JDYH�WKHPVHOYHV�ȴUVW�
of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us.

Acts 2:44-45
And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  And 
they were selling their possession and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 



TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW YOUR GENEROSITY IS CHANGING LIVES, VISIT:
WWW.MOUNTAINSPRINGS.ORG/GIVING

2 Corinthians 9:6-13
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and who-
ever sows bountifully will also repo bountifully.  Each one must give as he 
has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.  And, God is able to make all grace abound to you, 
VR�WKDW�KDYLQJ�DOO�VXɝFLHQF\�LQ�DOO�WKLQJV��DW�DOO�WLPHV�\RX�PD\�DERXQG�LQ�
every good work.  As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has given 
to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He who supplies seed to 
the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing 
and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  You will be enriched in 
every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce 
thanksgiving to God.  

Acts 4:32-35 
All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of 
their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. With 
great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that 
there was no needy person among them. For from time to time those who 
owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales and 
put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.

1 Chronicles 29:14
But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as 
generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only 
what comes from your hand.

Matthew 6:21
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Exodus 25:2
7HOO�WKH�ΖVUDHOLWHV�WR�EULQJ�PH�DQ�RHULQJ��<RX�DUH�WR�UHFHLYH�WKH�RHULQJ�
for me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give.

SUPPORTING SCRIPTURES



NOTES


